Monitoring weight drop velocity and foam stiffness as an aid to quality control of a rodent model of impact acceleration neurotrauma.
Since the publication by Marmarou of a new rodent model of head injury, an increasing number of centres are adopting the model for use in a variety of paradigms. We report on two simple methods we have applied which allows us to monitor weight drop velocity and foam stiffness, both of which are critical factors for producing repeatable closed head injury with this model. We hope the application of these methods will assist in the standardisation of this model between centres.